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Sound compassionate. Make a big
promise—you are going to help all of
these people—and then send the bill to
hard-working taxpayers. They do it
every time.

Increasing taxes is bad enough, but
now they are demanding bigger pay-
outs from struggling families and small
businesses on Main Street in your com-
munity, and they are doing this in the
middle of a pandemic recovery. They
locked you down, and now they are
going to push you down. They are
going to shut the doors of your small
business, your version of the American
dream. Do they give a ripping flip?
Probably not. It is all about getting
the money to pay for what they want
to do. It is a power grab.

I would encourage my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle to stop the
madness, because we know this will
cause irreparable harm to our Nation’s
already fragile recovery.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Alabama.

(The remarks of Mr. TUBERVILLE per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1582
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”)

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, I
yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). The senior Senator from
Utah.

ISRAEL

Mr. LEE. Madam President, as I offer
these remarks on the Senate floor
today, tensions between Israel and Pal-
estine continue to escalate to levels we
haven’t seen in years. Innocent lives
have been lost, and hundreds face inju-
ries.

While the global media reports large-
ly paint Israel as the instigator of vio-
lence, this portrayal is patently false.
It is simply not only not backed up by
fact, it is contrary to the facts.

Hamas, a TU.S.-declared, U.S.-des-
ignated terrorist organization, pur-
posely exploited a nonviolent point of
tension as justification to trigger a
violent set of conflicts.

On Monday night, Hamas launched
thousands of rockets into Israeli cities.
The intended targets? Well, the in-
tended targets were any Israeli person,
civilian or not, residential or commer-
cial. The goal? Just to create destruc-
tion and terror.

So to paint this action of armed ag-
gression as anything other than offen-
sive terrorism is disingenuous, and we
in the United States and the U.S. Gov-
ernment itself must acknowledge and
affirm Israel’s right to take propor-
tional action to defend itself against
these attacks.

What is perhaps even more disturbing
and distressing than the media’s por-
trayal of these ongoing events is the
Biden administration’s ongoing nuclear
conversations in Vienna with Hamas’s
No. 1 supporter—the Iranian regime.

Iran, of course, is a well-known state
sponsor of terrorism. It is a major
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funding source for Hamas, and their
leaders continue to heap praise on
Hamas, specifically for its attacks
against Israel.

Israel is undoubtedly our strongest
democratic ally in the Middle East,
and together, the United States and
Israel have made great strides—tre-
mendous strides, historical, unprece-
dented strides—toward peace and sta-
bility through the region through the
Abraham Accords.

The Biden administration’s nuclear
talks with Iran, as well as its posture
of willingness to concede on sanctions
relief to Iran without any meaningful
corresponding gains to U.S. security,
undermine both the U.S.-Israel rela-
tionship and the new partnerships
formed by the Abraham Accords.

We really must stand with our
strongest democratic ally in the re-
gion, and we need to do that by recog-
nizing Israel’s right to self-defense
against terrorism.

U.S. policy really ought to be geared
toward strengthening and not under-
mining this valued relationship. We
certainly undermine that relationship
when we legitimize a regime that is
funding these very same terrorist ac-
tivities.

I have gotten updates. Some of them
are difficult to come by, given that
sometimes it is hard to find real-time,
accurate facts on what is happening on
the ground. In addition to relying on
U.S. media, I have relied on media
sources from throughout the world. I
have also spoken to people familiar
with the area and in some cases, people
who have lived or currently live in
Israel.

My friend Ruth Lieberman, a joint
citizen of the United States and of
Israel, recently commented, just not-
ing the exasperation that is in the air,
noting the genuine source of frustra-
tion that she feels. She said:

My kids are sitting ducks, and the world
thinks we’re the aggressors.

Ruth is one of many Israeli citizens—
one of countless Israeli citizens—sub-
jected to these attacks. It is Ruth and
her husband and their children who are
among the many whose lives are put at
risk every single day as a result of
these cowardly acts of aggression.

So we can’t hesitate to condemn vio-
lence when we see it; nor can we, nor
should we ever step back and pretend
that this is something that can be per-
ceived as a situation where language of
moral relativism or even moral neu-
trality can fairly be applied. On some
days, that would almost be a good day,
if you could truly look at both sides, if
the mainstream media could look at
both sides with language of moral
equivalence, but they don’t. They don’t
even do that. Instead, they largely
refuse to blow the whistle on the ag-
gressor and heap only blame and vitriol
on our ally, which is not the aggressor.

There are others who, regardless of
whether they use terms of moral
equivalence wrongly or even unfairly,
heap blame on Israel and on Israelis.
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Some will resort to a different tactic,
expressly or in some cases implicitly
saying: Yeah, I know this is bad. Yeah,
I know it is bad when hundreds and
then thousands of rockets rain down on
Israeli citizens, innocent victims, civil-
ians, often in residential neighbor-
hoods. Yeah, I know that is bad, but
then again, Israel has a strong mili-
tary, in part because the U.S. supports
its strong military and shares funding
and equipment with the Israeli mili-
tary.

Let’s think a little bit about the
flawed logic there, how truly messed up
that is. You know it is cold comfort to
the men and women and children whose
lives are put in danger every single day
when they have rockets raining down
on them; it is cold comfort to them
when their loved ones die or are afraid
to go outside even when they haven’t
done anything wrong; it is cold comfort
to them to say: Well, at least Israel has
a strong military.

Look, Iron Dome and David’s Sling—
these great technologies that have
been developed with the support of the
United States—they provide a great
source of security and comfort and
safety to the Israeli people, and these
same technologies benefit the Amer-
ican people as well. But let’s remem-
ber, those technologies are not fool-
proof. They can’t catch every single
rocket. The more rockets that fire, the
more difficult it is to protect citizenry
from casualties. So let’s never make
that mistake of saying it is not that
big of a deal because Israel is well for-
tified and has a strong military infra-
structure and Israel has sophisticated,
top-of-the-line, state-of-the-art equip-
ment.

It doesn’t excuse—nor can it in any
way, shape, or form negate—the terrors
to which they are subjected. Look,
whenever someone aggresses and starts
firing on someone else, they are open-
ing up a whole can of worms. We can’t
be good allies and we can’t be good
global citizens unless we are willing to
call out acts of unprovoked aggression,
acts of violence, acts even of terrorism.

Unless we are willing to step out and
call those evil and unprovoked and un-
warranted—unless we are willing to do
that—we won’t have the credibility
that we need, not just with our allies
but also with our enemies. We have to
make sure that Hamas doesn’t enjoy
our support—not directly, not indi-
rectly, not through our acquiescence or
otherwise.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
the people in Israel. Everyone gets
hurt—the Israelis and the Palestin-
ians—when Hamas engages in violence
and then tries to pass that violence off
as somehow a defense on their part.
Nor can we allow Israel to be casti-
gated as the aggressor, as the insti-
gator of these acts of violence, when it
is plainly and clearly not true.

I hope our friends in the media and in
the Biden administration will acknowl-
edge that.

I yield the floor.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Delaware.

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to complete my re-
marks before the vote.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE NOMINATIONS

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of the two U.S. Postal
Service Board of Governors nominees
that are before the Senate this after-
noon, as well as a third nominee under
consideration later this month.

Like our Presiding Officer, I had the
privilege of serving our country in a
time of war and a time of peace, with
three tours in Southeast Asia and a
good deal of time in the Cold War after
that. My dad had many years in the
Navy, and my uncle, my mom’s young-
est brother, was an enlisted man, a
third-class petty officer on an aircraft
carrier in 1944, the USS Suwannee.
There was a kamikaze attack, and it
never recovered.

I know how important it was to my
uncle, to my dad, and to myself when
we would receive mail, whether it was
in Southeast Asia, whether my uncle
was deployed on his aircraft carrier or
my dad was deployed around the
world—how important the mail was.

I know how important the Postal
Service was to tens of millions of peo-
ple who voted last fall in local elec-
tions, State elections, and Federal
elections across this country—more
than ever, ever in the history of our
country.

There are some people I know who
think that the Postal Service is a relic
and is not something that we need. Ask
the people who receive their medicine,
not just their mail today, not just the
things that they have ordered to come
and are delivered by the Postal Serv-
ice—all kinds of stuff—but also the
people who receive medicines, whether
they are veterans or other people from
all walks of life.

The Postal Service today has had a
profoundly challenging year. It has had
a profoundly challenging year with the
global pandemic. Drastic reforms were
made without full knowledge of their
service impact, and a busy holiday sea-
son created tremendous challenges for
this venerable institution.

Delays in mail and package delivery
increased last year while employees
struggled with the effects of the pan-
demic on themselves and their fami-
lies. At a time when reliance on mail
and package delivery was perhaps high-
er than ever, the U.S. Postal Service
struggled to deliver mail and packages
in a timely and a predictable way.

Delays in the mail service have real
world impact in communities large and
small. In Delaware, veterans of our
Armed Forces had to wait longer for
lifesaving medications and delayed
packages. Our Delaware congressional
delegation heard from literally hun-
dreds of constituents in our State
about missed paychecks, credit card
bills, and court notices.
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“Mom and Pop’’ shops in my State—
and I guess in Arizona, the home of our
Presiding Officer—may have suffered
from the delays. ‘“‘Mom and Pop’’ shops
in my State and across the country
have suffered from delayed deliveries of
important supplies to run their busi-
ness and to stay in business. Many
poultry farmers, particularly in more
rural parts of Delaware and on the Del-
marva Peninsula, to include the East-
ern Shore of Maryland and Virginia,
too, were shocked to find that baby
chicks died in the course of delayed
postal deliveries to their farms.

These impacts were unacceptable.
They were driven by the pandemic and
decisions largely made at the top of the
Postal Service.

Further, Postmaster DeJoy released
in March a 10-year strategic plan that
doesn’t do enough to address the sig-
nificant operational challenges being
faced right now at the U.S. Postal
Service. The plan limits operating
hours and lowers service standards,
which would harm many seniors and
rural Delawareans up and down our
State and across the country. If imple-
mented, such a plan would make it
harder, not easier, to restore con-
fidence in the Postal Service.

Fast forward to today. By selecting
these nominees to the TU.S. Postal
Board of Governors, it has become
clear that President Biden recognizes
the dire need to get the Postal Service
back to its core mission—reliable, af-
fordable, and on-time mail delivery
service for Americans across this coun-
try.

These well-qualified nominees—and
they are well-qualified nominees—also
make clear President Biden’s desire to
drive innovation at the Postal Service
that can keep costs low while boosting
revenue opportunities and protecting
the livelihoods of the men and women
who work tirelessly to deliver our
mail.

Ron Stroman, whom I have had the
privilege of knowing for more than a
decade, is himself a former Deputy
Postmaster General, a role he served in
from 2011 to 2020, a longtime Federal
servant—and he is a servant. Mr.
Stroman has intimate knowledge of
this institution and how to make long-
lasting positive changes in large orga-
nizations like the U.S. Postal Service.

Amber McReynolds is currently the
CEO for the National Vote at Home In-
stitute and Coalition. What do they do?
Well, they work to make it easier for
Americans to vote securely, to vote
safely, and to vote conveniently. Deliv-
ering ballots by mail is one of the most
solemn obligations that the Postal
Service has. It is the underpinning of
our democracy in this country.

Finally, Mr. Anton Hajjar is the
third nominee, whose nomination we
are considering later in this work pe-
riod, not today. Mr. Hajjar is the
former general counsel of the Amer-
ican Postal Workers Union, where he
fought to make sure that mail carriers
and other postal employees get the
support that they deserve.
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At the hearing we had last month in
the Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee, I was thor-
oughly impressed with each of these
nominees and their knowledge of the
needs of the Postal Service. All three
nominees exhibited professionalism,
the expertise, the leadership, and the
commitment—the commitment—that
we need at the Postal Service Board of
Governors. Think of the Board of Gov-
ernors almost like a board of directors
for a company. They don’t run the
Postal Service every day, but they help
set the tone, policies, and oversee the
operations.

Further, these three nominees agree
that the Postal Service has tremendous
opportunities ahead. The Postal Serv-
ice is currently in the midst of a once-
in-a-lifetime update to the postal deliv-
ery vehicles, with a prime opportunity
to be a leader in the fight against cli-
mate change. The Postal Service will
replace up to 165,000 vehicles.

So, every now and then, we see postal
vehicles—probably every day. We prob-
ably look at them sometimes and say:
That looks like an old vehicle. The rea-
son it looks like an old vehicle is be-
cause it is. Many of them are 25 years
old. They run on gasoline. They run on
diesel. They pollute, and they break
down. We have an opportunity here to
replace them with a new fleet of low-
emission or no-emission vehicles pow-
ered by batteries and powered by hy-
drogen fuel cells.

The nominees we are considering
today and later this month also agree
that the Postal Service has an obliga-
tion to work with Congress to enact
important postal reform legislation
which would help the agency save tens
of billions of dollars over the next 10

years.
How might that happen? One, by bet-
ter integrating postal retirees’

healthcare with the Medicare Program
and by repealing a burdensome retiree
health benefit obligation that most
other large companies don’t have to
bear.

I often refer to a saying made pop-
ular by Albert Einstein. I am not smart
like Albert Einstein, but I am smart
enough to quote Albert Einstein. Al-
bert Einstein used to say: ‘‘In adversity
lies opportunity.” Think about that:
“In adversity lies opportunity.”’

The Bible says something like this:
In all things, give thanks.

I think it was Henry Ford who said:
“If you think you can or you think you
can’t, you're right.”

But Einstein said: “In adversity lies
opportunity.” The Postal Service has
faced considerable adversity over the
last decade or two. This has been per-
haps the most difficult stretch in its
long and storied history.

You know, the Postal Service is not
an idea that somebody dreamed up 30,
40, 50, or 60 years ago. It was originally
outlined in the Constitution and the
first Post Master General was a guy
named Ben Franklin. After that storied
history, we have an opportunity to face
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